| 
NO: That makes it better haha t 
Bill Smiles: He rolls up in front of the shop and says," [have aweird || 
question for you, I need a tattoo on my taint.” I just said sorry T Bip 
wouldn't even know how to do something like that. I told him no. 
NO: What if the price is right? 
Bill Smiles: The price can never be right. ‘4 
| 


An interview with Bill Smiles from 
Family Tattoo. 


NO: Do you guys do “controversial tattoos"? \ 
Bill Smiles: One time we were at the bar drinking, and my friend 
Carson insisted we give him a Skrewdriver tattoo for free, and all this 


other crazy white power stuff he thought was funny. I said yea I'll | 


Night Owl: How long you been tattooing for Bill? as 
Bill Smiles: I think it’s been just about 2 years now 


‘ definitely do it for free, I’m just going to beat you up when you leave, 
NO: How did you break into the business, I know the industry is 

over-saturated right now. What kind of advice do you have for 
people 

Bill Smiles: I got into it cuz a lot of my friends did it, and I started 
getting tattoed and always liked it, I never thought anyone would ask 


me to learn to tattoo and one day Frank from Family Tattoo said,” 
Hey, let me teach you how to tattoo.” And everyone there were all 
supportive of it. I started apprenticing there and it’s been awesome 


NO: Speaking of beating people up, aye you ever had to deal 
ith argumentative or rowdy customers where shit had to be 
handled like that? 
Bill Smiles: J usually don’t have much ofa problem, I've had a 
couple boyfriends argue about the price of their girlfriend’s tattoos, 
I've seen Lee on the other hand, chase people down the street with | 
hammers for acting like idiots in the shop. \ 
{ 


wer since. Mj is 
~ atyou mt fo daw castes steccheeop ns we” NO: Do you have to alt of pieces from other shops? Are there 
_ any you can name as shitty place that people should stay away | 
from? a 
Bill Smiles: | really don’t talk shit because I havn't been doing it for i 
that long. One thing you gotta watch out for is people doing tattoos in 
their kitchen or something, Just because you can get a cheap tattoo | 
doesn’t mean it’s a good idea, and usually that’s the stuff you end up 
getting fixed or lasered off. | think just about every tattoo shop in 
Chicago has a couple good people. Look at portfolios so you know 
what you're getting yourself int. 


Make sure it’s the right career move 


: YY NO: I understand you have an art background, can you elaborate 
AG omthat ate bier 
Bill Smiles: I went to NTU and have a BFA in print making, sculpture, 
and | minored in art history 
NO: Do you think an art background is something more tattoo 
artists should pursue, or are they kind of separate things. 
Bill Smiles: I think it depends on who you ask. I know a lot of tattoo 
artists who don't do anything other than tattoos. As far as when I was 
in college, I never thought I'd be a tattoo artist, was a printmaker, 
Actually a lot of the things helped me a ton because I learned to think 
in terms of layers when tattoing, I think it gave me an edge when I 
‘was first started. | think an art background definitely helps. 


NO: Why does it seem like a lot of tattoo artists have an attitude | 
or a chip on their shoulder? | 
Bill Smiles: I never figured that one out because really, everyone | 
thinks we make a ton of money but we don't. We party all the time | 
and whatever... but so what, you're tattooing....it's not a big deal | 
Everyone's got their job, some are more fun than others | 

j 

| 


: How much does it cost to go to school to be an art major? 


Bill Smiles: Basically it’s cost me my entire life because I'm still 
paying student loans, and I feel like I'l be paying them for ever and 
ever. For the first 2 years of my million years of college I took out the 
maximum and pretty much partied with it. Then the last couple years 


they gave me grants to pay back the student loans, but I partied with 
it 


For an appointment with Bill Smiles contact Family Tattoo at 1773- 
281-6392 and ask for Bill. hop hours of Monday through Saturday | 
from 2 PM to 10 PM and by special appointment only on Sunday, 

located at 2230 W. Belmont. To see some shots of Bill’s work go { 

to myspace.com/billybricks. For other info check out the Family ; 
‘Tattoo myspace at: www.myspace,com/familytattoo 


How awesome is it being a tattoo artist? 

1 Smiles: It’s pretty awesome. You tattoo a lot of ugly boobs, a lot 
of ugly people, and deal with a bunch of assholes.....but then it has its 
good points too y’know, you get to do some cool shit on your friends, 
Every once in awhile people will come in with some really fucking 
‘awesome ideas. When it comes together in the end it’s totally worth it. 


NO: What do you do with people who come in with an obviously 
shitty idea for a tattoo. Do you try to steer them away, or do you 
not care as long as you're making your money? 

Bill Smiles: Well there are two different approaches to it. Usually 
what I try to do is talk them into something that will work a little bit 
better, oF look a bit better...but some people are set on What they want 
to do and everyone has different tastes. Some people like things that I 
don’t and if that's what they want that’s what I'll give them, 

NO: So there's been a lot of talk about this character named 
XMiguelX (Tis dude takes straight edge uber-seriously)...1 
heard he calls in like every day asking if the ink you use is 
vegan...and that he goes to Delilah’s and orders water and 

doesn’t tip. 

Bill Smiles: Definitely hilarious. I ran into him randomly when I was 
drunk at Delilah’s this one time, and decided to order him a 

shot cof water. It turns out he had been ordering water one after, 
another all night and I asked him about tipping the waitress and he 
said, “Oh, I'm just getting water". Douchebag, 


: What's the most ridiculous idea for a tattoo that you've 
ither been proposed, or actually done? 

Smiles: So my friend calls me up and is like, "T need an 
appointment”. I’m like ok cool what do you want to get done? He said 
he wanted to get “Top of the Dude Chain” tattoed on his lower back 
with pink stars. I thought he was kidding and he’s like no, that’s what 
| want for real. I did it, | drew it up and showed him a drawing when 
he came in and he’s like,” Yea , everythings cool, but ! want dude 
spelled “dood”. 

NO: Holy shit. 

Riki: Are you ever going to do Matt Clark’s taint zipper? 

Bill Smiles: Absolutely never 

NO: Wait a fuckin taint zipper, what? 

r\ Bill Smiles: One day Matt comes up, | think he’s on his motorcycle. 


| ‘Thanks: Mitch and Socially Retarded - — <li 
Clint @ Organized Crime Records RZL DZL 
Michelle Adams Strictly Saucers LP Review 
@ Bill Smiles and Family Tattoo Myspace.com/RZLDZLS 
I Jeff Johns @ Reckless Records Lockin Out Records 


e Ryan Wilson 
Jeet Klepper +*Dake While not exactly new, I've been listening to this LP nonstop since 1 
. {01 it at their show last week. After seeing the show, I think RZL DZL 
's much better in the studio than live. This should be kind of evident 


Ifyou enjoyed this issue and want | _as they are a two man band and play out live with a scab lineup. They 
bs af to leave feedback, or want something were still fun to watch though, that’s what I like about this band, 


They mix Beastie Boys type party rap with some stony Black Sabbath 
riffs and an aggressive hardcore punk vibe. I can't think of another 
band doing anything close to this style right now. The lyrical subject 
matter is mainly about weed, munchie food, partying, and playing 
pranks on people. The record and layout is some next level shit. The 
actual record is an exact reproduction of a pizza. The gatefold LP 
jacket is printed as a pizza box with an alien on the cover, Props 10 
Lockin Out for pressing such a coo! looking record. The best songs on 
here are Bike 2000 and the Ignorance is Bliss Remix. This record is 
perfect to turn up really loud and get blunted to. Another thing I dig 
about this band is that there seems to be a conscious effort to leave the 
audience wanting more, something more bands should take note of. 
Go watch the music videos on their myspace page 


reviewed......contact me at 4 they’re all about having fun and not being afraid to take chances, 
KingCobra8291@yahoo.com i 


Playlist: www.myspace.com/LikeBats, RZL DZL-Strictly Saucers 
Harms Way-Reality Approaching, Poison-Open Up and Say.... Ahh! 
Thee Headcoats-Heavens to Murgatroid!..., Morrissey-Years of 
Refusal, My Bloody Valentine-Loveless, Slapshot-Back On The Map 


Harms Way Reality Approaches LP 


wanww,snyspace,comharmsxway 
Organized Crime Records 


www organizederimerecords,com 


This record is awesome! HxW has really changed their sound since 
they first came out with their first EP “Imprisoned” they were pretty 
much a powerviolence band. The release of the second EP marked 
| their departure from the old sound, and with the release of this LP 
they have become a straight up death metal band with some of the 
most ferocious rffage and lyrics out there. This is by far their best 
material to date, The record starts out with a sort of Viking drum intro 
into break that’s as hard asa brick to the face. From then on this 
record just punishes you from stat to finish. Some of these breaks are 
seriously un-fucking-real. It is kind of funny though Decanse in tte t = 
song. "Goat Will Rise” the break is a reworked Korn riff. It soun 53 “Chit 
tvwesome inthis pew coon t's lar te band had beea drawing F3YSH HVILNO 139 $137 [WAHL JO TV « 
influence from Swedish death metal bands like Entombed and also Tivahaca tenn 
bands like Slayer, Napalm Death, and Carcass. I have this theory that : So since getting more into metal these last ciple yearn 196 Vesa 
all of the band members got together one day and said,” Yo, lets be 4 checking out more shows, and as I do, I kind of take stock of people's 
the hardest band out, and write the hardest fucking record ; attitudes and the scene at arge when compared to hardcore/punk 
imaginable.” This is surely up there among the hardest out. It's not shove Toe coms ks ok eas ene 
just the music its the lyrics as well. They're some sick, twisted evil : scat cal ede Toa la ein ae 
aid ea Tove xf y the opening band an hour time slot? Do I really need to hear the entire 
a Soeercteteatre mini aremie, 
th i ju ike the rat two EP's. 1 dn’ know if hey going for hear. Leven tell my friend’s band which I actually like, that they play 
Pies oi wey eae ao peste for way too long, and that you have to leave the audience wanting 
we vocals 
more up front in the mix. It actually pisses me off because without é ‘more. This is something these bands have absolutely no concept of. 
that, this record would be damn near perfect. As it is I think it will 
shape up to be one of the best releases of 709 


Why is metal so consumer driven? I realize that hardcore and punk are 

commodified to some extent, and that records and merch are 

= fetishized at least as much as in metal but it seems people assign 

seals Uae iia ‘outube Corner: : value to metal music according to how much of a price tag is oni, as 
Raay: Wav 69 Beppert Nowe Laced Beans “Walkin the Dog” if a record isn’t kvit enough unless they paid $50 for it in some back 


1. Share your resources! Use your own resources inorder to help Itp:/www youtube.com/watch?clg7sbRyoLk | _ aley record store titled something with dungeon in the name. People i 


- “That's my penis” seem to be almost taken aback when I hand them a copy of this fr 
others out, Often schools and especially universities have ways for peal copy of this free 
you to throw a show there which is financed by the school. The bands __MtP’/‘www. youtube pag look a me pre Thave a trick up my sleave ora hidden 
Bet paid a lot better than normally and the actual venue is usually ffom the DIY punk er meee Born aanaca 
pretty cool Do you work at a job with access to a photocopier? Start a | Punk scene and start to put out their own records and do 


zine or offer to run off copies for an already existing one, they are things for themselves more. There seem to be more and more kids 


‘a bunch of people * 
always very appreciate of this ::cough: pl with this mentality, so that’s a step in the right direction, 


tch?v=6iDIzL7z2NU 


2, Bring Your Friends! More paying people at a show equals more Metalheads get so upset and offended when hardcore kids are having 


q 18 | a 200d time atthe same show. I see it all th i 
gas and food money for touring bands as well as more support for the | @.g00d time at the same show. I see ital the time, especially at bigger 
Tocals. More people equals mare shows as well, once apeomoter i = |. shows with mixed bills. People going out oftheir way to cheap shot a 
ee 


os kid who's moshing in a way that isn’t a sh moshing. Then 
knows the audience is there, they’ll be able to book more shows in = 1B y ‘670 push moshing. 
general. Who knows, the friends you bring may like it so much they ROACH CLIP they'll laugh a little and high five each other while some little kid is ! 


‘want to come back and get involved. Just make sure to explain how REAL SWITCHBLADE | (on the ground. Some metal heads get so upset over the idea of 
things work ata shéw with moshing etc. and maybe leave your hot. S,REAL, PUsW BUTTON sorpeone being straight edge. Why? As someone who partis and goes 
headed friend Johnny who likes to pick fights at home. Clip “SNAPS” to hardcore shows, I have a lot of friends that are edge and they are 
‘OUT AND never dickish or judgmental to me when I go out with them and have 
“at ese ‘a couple beers, in fact, they encourage me to have as much fun as 
ce ae Possible, They can also party just as hard as anyone else, they just 
choose to not partake in certain things. No big deal, So why is this 
such an affront to some heads? ‘They go out of their way to shit talk 
the edge and say it’s for pussies, but what has the edge really done to 
them? I know there are some straight edge dickheads out there who 
take it and themselves way too seriously, but I think most are pretty 
cool and down to earth, plus most of the kids | know have good taste 
in music. 


[AILABLE with 
3. Do Something! Psyched about a bunch of new records you picked 7Q°RAIN OR. 


up? Review them and use this as the basis fora one (or more) page 
zine, You can write about anything....records, rants, movies, food, 11s supeR 
trash talking etc. Run off some copies and give it away at the next’ IP 18 ONLY 


show, Start a band ora record label. Do something to spend your time #5,*,50? & ie 
productively. 


ieouy 
4, Find a Space! Anything from an abandoned warehouse to your MITEE 


grandmother's basement will do. Buy or borrow a PA and find some 10&R 


bands to play. You now have a venue. roe 5 
{In conclusion, I realize that not all metalheads act like the ones I 


described in the above paragraphs. Most of the ones I hang around 


5. Start Filming! Buy or borrow a video camera or digital camera stone saLes 2316 N. NEVA avi 

for photography), Go to shows and film the bands, then post it up on Ss SERA AVE. ot pees Huplorleat ay penetra ol wee 
the local message board and Youtube, or you can covert and edit the Check out my friend Michelle’s blog@ hol ec bo eaual donor at Kineeeceee etn he 
footage and pat out your own DVD. www hustlesultan blogspot.com past Rie thipextiocie a 


